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THE APPOINTMENT OF 


— 


T H R 
GENERAL FAST 


VINDICATED. 


My dear Fellow - ſubjects 
INa late publication“, too large and too dear for 


common readers, we find the following obſer- 


vations. 
Dr. Prick, the champion of the American 


Patriots, has advanced an argument, which de- 


«ſerves the attention of all, who wiſh well to church 
and ſtate: Take it in his own words.“ In this 
hour of tremendous danger, it would become us 


to turn our thoughts to heaven, This is what our 


brethren in the Colonies are doing. From one end 
of North America to the other, they are FAsT1NG 
and PRAYING, But what are we doing ?—Shock- 
ing thought! we are ridiculing them as fanatics, 
and ſcoffing at religion. We are running wild after 
pleaſure, and forgetting every thing ſerious and 
decent at maſquerades. e are gambling in 
gaming houſes; trafficking for boroughs; perjur- 
ing ourſelves at elections; and felling ourſelves 
for places. Which fide then is Providence likely 
to favour ? In America we ſee a number of riſing 

A'a ſtates 


« American Patriotiſm confronted with Reaſon, Scripture and 
ke Conſtitution,” Price Nine- pence. 


64 
ſtates in the vigour of youth, and animated by 1 
ET Y. Here we ſee an old ſtate, inflated and IR RE- 
L1G10Us, enervated by luxury, and hanging by a 
thread, Can we look without pain on the iſſue ?“ 


© There is more ſolidity in this argument, than 
in all that Dr. Price has advanced. If the Colo- 
niſts throng the houſes of God, while we —_— 
play-houſes, or houſes of ill fame; if they crou 
their communion-tables, while we croud the gam- 
ing table or the feſtal board; if they pray, while 
we curſe; if they faſt, while we get drunk; and 
keep the ſabbath, while we pollute it; if they 
ſhelter under the protection of heaven, while our 
chief attention is turned to our troops; we are in 
danger —in great danger. Be our cauſe ever fo 

ood, and our force ever ſo formidable; our caſe 
is bad, and our ſucceſs doubtful. Nay, the Lord 
of hoſts, who, of old, fold his diſobedient people 
into the hands of their unrighteous enemies, to 
cChaſtiſe and humble them,—this righteous Lord, 
may give ſucceſs to the arms of the Colonies, to 
puniſh hem for their revolt, and vs for our pro- 

haneneſs, A youth that believes and prays as 
David, is a match for a giant that ſwaggers and 
curſes as Goliath. And they that, in the name of 
the Lord, enthyfraflically encounter their enemies in 
a bad cauſe, bid fairer for ſucceſs than they that, 
in a good cauſe, prophanely go into the field; truſt- 


ing only in the apparent ſtrength of an arm of 


fleſh. To diſregard the #ing's righteous commands, 


as the Coloniſts do, is bad: But to deſpiſe the firſt- ; 
table commandments of the Ang of kings, as we do, | 


is ſtill worſe, Nor do J ſee how we can anſwer it, 


either to reaſon or our own conſciences, to be ſo | 


zntent on forcing Britiſh laws, and ſo remiſs in yield- 
ing obedience to the laws of God.“ 

Is it not ſurprizing, that amidſt all the prepara- 
tions, which have been made to ſubdue the revolted 


Colonies, none ſhould have been made to check 
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our open rebellion againſt the ug of kings; and 
that in all our national applications to foreign prin- 
ces for heip, we ſhould have forgotten a public ap- 
plication to the Prince of the kings of the carth ? Many 
well-wiſhers to their country flattered themſelves,- 
that at a time, when the Britiſh empire ſtands, as 
Dr. PR Ick juſtly obſerves, “on an edge fo peri- 
lous,” our ſuperiors would have appointed a day of 
humiliation and prayer ;—a day to confeſs the na- 
tional fins, which have provoked God to let looſe a 
ſpirit of political enthuſiaſm and revolt upon us —a 
day to implore pardon for out paſt tranſgreſſions, 
and to reſolve upon a more religious and loyal 

courſe of life ;—a day to beſeech the Father of 
lights and mercies to /each at this important junc- 
ture, our ſenators wiſdom in a peculiar manner; and 
to inſpire them with ſuch Readineſs and mildneſs, 

that by their prudence, courage, and condeſcenſion, 
the war ma ended with little effuſion of blood ; 

and, if poſtble, without ſhedding any more blood 
at all.— Thouſands expected to ſee ſuch a day; 

thinking that it becomes us, as reformed chriſti- 

ans, nationally to addreſs the throne of grace, and 
intreat God to turn the hearts of the Coloniſts to- 

wards us, and ours towards them, that we may 
ſpeedily bury our mutual animoſities in the grave 
of our common Saviour. And not a few ſuppoſed, 

that humanity bids us feel for the myriads of our 
fellow- creatures, who are going to offer up their 
lives in the field of battle; and that charity and 
piety require us to pray that they may penitently 
part with their fins, and ſolemnly prepare them- 
ſelves for a ſafe paſſage, I ſhall not ſay Forth Britain 
to America; but, it they are called to it, from 


time into eternity. Such, I ſay were the expecta- 


tions of thouſands, but hitherto their hopes and 
wiſhes have been diſappointed.“ 

Dr. PRE knows how to avail himſelf of our 
omiſſion or delay in this reſpect, to ſtrengthen the 
bands of the American patriots, by inſinuating, 

Ag that 
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that heaven will not be propitious to us; and that 


our cauſe is ſuch, as gives us [no] reaſon to aſk 
God to bleſi it.“ None can tell what fewel this plau- 


ble obſervation of his, will add to the wild fire of 


political enthuſiaſm, which burns already too 
fiercely in the breaſts of thouſands of injudicious 
religioniſts. I therefore humbly hope, that our 
governors will conſider Dr, PR ICEs objection tak- 
en from our immorality and prophanenels ; and 
that they will let the world ſee, we are neither 
aſhamed nor afraid to ſpread the juſtice of our cauſe 
before the Lord of hoſts, and to implore his bleſ- 
ſing upon the army going to America, to enforce 
gracious offers of mercy, and reaſonable terms of 
reconciliation,”? a | 

* And why, after all, ſhould we be aſhamed of 
aſking help of God, as well as of German princes ? 
Have we never read ſuch awful ſcriptures as theſe ? 
Save us, O king of heaven, WHEN we call upon 
THEE, Some put their truſt in chariots, and 
ſome in horſes: But WE WILL remember the 
name of the Lord our God. Bleſſed be my ſtrong 
helper, who sUBDUETH the people unto me, 
and ſetteth me above mine adverſaries.—Thro' 
THEE will we overthrow our enemies, and in THY 
name will we tread them under that riſe againſt 
us. For I will not truſt in my bow: It is not my 
{word that ſhall [comparatively] help me. Be not 
afraid of this * great multitude ; br the battle is 
not yours, but God's-— All the aflembly ſhall 
know, that the Lord ſaveth not with ſword and 
ſpear: For the battle is the Lon p's. 


Our own hiſtory, as well as the ſcripture, con- 
firms Dr. PRIcxk's objection taken from our neglect 


/ 


os 


* Dr. PR IE, ſpeaking of the numbers of the Americans, ſays, 
& To think of conquering that whole continent with 30,000 or 
« 40,000 men, to be tranfported acroſs the Atlantic, and fad 
« from hence, and incapable of being recruited after any deftar 
1 A is folly ſo great, that language does not afford a name 
4 for it. 
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of the religious means of ſucceſs in the preſent con- 
teſt, It is well known to many, that in the civil 
wars of the laſt age, a national diſregard of the 
Lord's day, and the avowed contempt of God's 
name, which prevailed in the king's party, did 
him unſpeakable injury. For multitudes of men 
who feared God, ſeeing prophaneneſs reign in the 
army of the royaliſts, while religious duty was ſo- 
lemnly performed by the forces of the parliament ; 
and being unable to enter into the political queſ- 
tions, whence the quarrel aroſe, judged of the cauſe 
according to religious appearances; and fide 
againſt the king, merely becaufe they fancied that 
he ſided againſt God, Nor were there wanting men 
of the greateſt candour and penetration, who 
thought, that this was one of the principle cauſes 
of the overthrow of our church and ſtate; Crom- 
well then availing himſelf of this appearance, as 
Dr. Pa1cs does now, to perſuade religious people, 


that he was fighting the Lord's battles, and that 


oppoſing the king and the biſhops, was only oppoſ- 
ing tyranny and a prophane Hlierarchy.“ | 
The author, after ſupporting this aſſertion by 
divers quotations from the works of a judicious and 
_ hiſtorian of the laſt century, adds what fol- 
ws : From this extract it appears, that Crom- 
well, like Dr. Price, rode the great horſe Religion, 
as well as the great horſe Liberty; and that the beſt 
way to counter-work the enthuſiaſm of ' patriotic 
religioniſts, is to do conſtitutional Liberty and fcrip- 
tural Religion FULL JUSTICE; by defending the 
Former againſt the attacks of diſþotic monarchs on 
the right hand, and deſpotic mobs on the left; and 
by preſerving the latter from the oppoſite onſets of 
prophane infidels on the left hand, and enthufiaſtical 
religionifts on the right. I humbly hope, that our 
governors will always ſo avoid one extreme, as not 
to run into the other; and that, at this time, they 


will fo guard againſt the very appearances of irre- 


bgion and immorality, as to leave Dr, Price, ſo far 
A4 as 


(8 ) 


as in them lies, no room to injure our cauſe by ar- 
guments taken from our want of devotion and of a 
{trict regard to ſound morals. What we owe to 
God, to ourſelves, and to the Coloniſts, calls upon 
us to remove whatever may give any juſt offence to 
thoſe who ſeek occaſion to reflect upon us. The 
Coloniits narrowly watch us: Let their keen in- 
ſpection make us look to ourſelves,” &c, 

Should we have given them any juſt ground of 
complaint, it becomes us to remove it with all ſpeed: 
ſetting our ſeal to the noble maxim, which Dr. 
Price advances after Lord Chatham; Kecfitude is 
dignity. Oppreſſion only is meanneſs; and juſticey 

onour. : 

« Righteouſueſe exalteth a nation, ſays the wiſe man, 
but fin is a reproach to any people, and may prove 
the ruin of the moit powerful empire. Violence 
brought on the deluge. Luxury overthrew Sodom, 
Cruel uſage of the Iſraelites deſtroyed Egy 
Complete wickedneſs cauſed the extirpation of the 
Canaanites. Imperiouſneſs, and an abuſe of the 

wer of taxation, rent ten tribes from the king- 

om of Judah. Pride ſunk Babylon. Nineveh 
and Jeruſalem, by timely repentance, once rever- 
ſed their awful doom; but returning to their for- 
mer fins, they ſhared at laſt the fate of all the ſtates, 
which have filled up the meaſure of their iniguities.— 
And have we taken ſo few ſtrides towards that aw- 
ful period, as to render national repentance need- 
leſs in this day of trouble? By fomenting conten- 
tions and wars among the natives of Africa, in 
order to buy the priſoners whom they take from 
each other; have not fome of our countrymen 
turned Africa into a field of blood? Do not the 
nghs of myriads of innocent negroes unjuſtly 
| tranſported from their native country to the Bruſh 
dominions, call night and day for vengeance upon 
| us; whilſt their groans upbraid the hypocritical 
| friends of liberty, who buy, and fell, and whip 
| their fellow men as if they were þrutes ; and ab- 
| ſurdly 
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(9) 
furdly complain that they are enſlaved, when it is 
they themſelves, who deal in the liberties and bo- 
dies of men, as graziers do in the liberties and bo- 
dies of oxen ?? 

* And is what I beg leave to call our Nabob-trade 
in the Zoaff, more conſiſtent with humanity, an 
our /lave-trade in the South and Ve? Who can 
tell how many myriads of men have been cut off 
in the Eaſt Indies by famine or wars, which had 
their riſe from the ambition, covetouſneſs, and 
cruelty of ſome of our countrymen ? And if no 
vindictive notice has been taken of theſe barbarous 
and bloody ſcenes, has not the nation made them 
in ſome degree her own? And does not that in- 
nocent blood, the price of which has been im- 
ported with impunity, and now circulates through 
the kingdom to feed our luxury—does not all that 
blood, I ſay, ſpeak louder for venge3ace againſt 
us, than the blood of Abel did againit his murder- 
ous brother ?—** The juſtice — the nation, ſays 
Dr. Price, has flept over theſe enormities: Will 
the juſtice of heaven ſleep ?”—No : but it ſtill pa- 
tiently waits for our reformation ; nor will it, I 
hope, wait in vain ; but if it does, the ſuſpended 
blow will in the end deſcend with redoubled force, 
and ſtrike us with aggravated ruin. For God will 
be avenged on all impenitent nations: He has one 
rule for them and for individuals: Except they re- 
— ſays Chriſt himſelf, they hall all lizewife 

ri. | 
2 Let our devotion be improved by the American 
controverſy, as well as our morals, Inſtead of 
„% ſcoffing at religion,” as Dr. Price ſays we do, let 
us honour the piety of the Coloniſts. So far at 
leaſt, as their religious profeſſions are conſiſtent, 
fincere, and ſcriptural, let them provoke us to a 
rational concern tor the glory of God, and our eter- 
nal intereſts, Were we to contend with our Ame- 
rican Colonies for ſupremacy in VIRTVE and DEVO- 
TION, how noble would be the ſtrite | How W 
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of a proteſtant kingdom, and a mother-country ! 
And does not political wiſdom, as well as brotherly 
love, require us to do ſomething in order to root 
up their inveterate prejudices againſt us and our 
church ? Have we forgotten that many of the firſt 
Coloniſts croſſed the Atlantic for conſcience” ſake ; 
ſceking in the woods of America, ſome, a ſhelter 
againſt our once perſecuting hierarchy ; and others, 
a refuge trom our epidemical prophaneneſs ? And 
does not their offspring look upon us in the ſame 
odious light, in which Dr. Price places us? Do 


they not abhor or deſpiſe us, as impious, immoral 


men, ** enervated by luxury; — men, with whom 
it is dangerous to be connected, and who ** may 
« expect calamities, that ſhall recover to refleftion” 
[perhaps to DEVOTION] Libertines and Atheiſts? 
themſelves 7? 

© And is it only for God's ſake, for the ſake 


of our own fouls, and for the fake of the Coloniſts, 


that we ſhould look to our conduct and chriſtian 
profeſſion ? Are there not multitudes of raſh re- 
ligioniſts in the kingdom, who ſuppoſe that all the 
praying people in England are for the Americans, 
and who warmly eſpouſe their part, merely becauſe 
they are told, that the Coloniſts ** at and pray,” 
while ** ave forget every thing ſerious and decent,” 
and becauſe prejudiced teachers confidently aſk, 
with Dr. Price, ** Which fide is providence likely t 
Favour f”' — Would to God all qur legiſlators felt 
the weight of this objection, which can as eaſily 
miſlead moral and religious people in the preſent 
age, as it did in the laſt! Would to God they ex- 
erted themſelves in ſuch a manner, that all unpre- 
zudiced men might ſee, the king and parliament 
have ** the better men,” as well as “ the better 
cauſe!“ Would to God, that by timely reforma- 
tion, and ſolemn addreſſes to the throne of grace, 
we might convince Dr. Price and all the Ameri- 
cans, that in ſubmitting to the Britiſh legiſlature, 
they will not ſubmit to /ibertini/z and atheiſm 5 


but 


nnn 
but te a venerable body of virtuous and godly ſe- 
nators, who know that the firſt care of God?s re- 
preſentatives on earth—the principal ſtudy of poli- 
tical gods, ſhould be to promote God's fear, by 
ſetting a good example before the people commit- 
ted to their charge, and by ſteadily enforcing the 
obſervance of the moral law ! ? 

+ 'Thelſe are ſome of the reflections, which Dr. 
Price's religious argument has drawn from my pen, 
and which I doubt not but ſome of our Governors. 
have already made by the help of that wiſdom,, 
which prompts them to improve our former calami- 
ties, and to ſtudy what may promote our happineſs. 
in church and ſtate,” 8 


The royal proclamation, which has been lately 
iſſued out, ſhews that the hopes expreſſed in the 
preceding lines were well- grounded. The heart of 
every good, unprejudiced man, mult rejoice at read- 
ing this truly chriſtian decree:— We, Sc. com- 
mand that a public faſt and humiliation be ob- 
ſerved throughout England upon Friday Dec. 3. 
© that ſo both we and our people may humble our- 
« ſelves before. almighty God, in order to obtain 
« pardon of our ſins; and may in the moſt devout. 
and ſolemn manner ſend up our prayers and ſup- 
« plications to the divine Majeſty tor averting thoſe 
© heavy judgments, which our manifold fins and 
© provocations have juſtly deſerved ; and for im- 
© ploring his intervention and bleſſing ſpeedily to 
deliver our loyal ſubjects.” SM.. The Sove- 
reign acts herein the part of a Chriſtian Prince and 
of a wiſe Politician. As a Chriſtian Prince, he 
enforces the capital duty of National Repentance ;. 
and as a wiſe Politictan, he averts the moſt tormi- 
dable ſtroke which Doctor Price has aimed at his 
government. May ave ſecond his laudable deſigns 
by acting the part of penitent finners. and loyal 
ſubjects ; tho* miſtaken patriots ſhould pour floods. 
of contempt vpon us on the occaſion, 

A 6 Is 


6 
It would be ſtrange, if an appointment, which 
has a direct tendency to promote piety, to increaſe 


loyalty, and to baffle the endeavours of a diſappoint- 
ed party, met with no oppoſition, It we ſolemnly 


keep the faſt, we muſt expect to be ridiculed by the 


men, who imagine that liberty conſiſts in the neg- 
lect of God's law, and the contempt of the king's 
authority. The warm men who have publickl). 
aſſerted, that his laſt ſpeech from the throne is full 
of infincerity, daily infinuate that his proclamation 
is full of hypocri/5, and that it will be as wrong in 
you to aſk a bleſſing upon his arms, as to deſire the 
Almighty to bleſs the arms of robbers and murder- 
ers. Nor are there few good men among us, who 
think that it is abſolutely inconſiſtent with chriſti- 
anity to draw the ſword and proclaim a faſt, 

Leſt the inſinuations of ſuch patriots and profeſ- 
ſors ſhould caſt a damp upon your devotion, and 
make you leave the field of national prayer to our 
revolted colonies, I beg leave to remind you of a 
fimilar caſe, in which Gcd teſtified his approbation 
of a faſt connected with a fight ; yea, with a bloody 
civil-war, | | 

We read in the book of Judges, that certain ſons 
ef Belial, belonging to the city of Gtbeah in the 


land of Benjamin, Beſet a houſe ; obliged a Levite 


who lodged there, to bring forth his concubine to them; 
and they knew» her, and abujed her all night, in ſuch a 
manner that he died in the morning, The Levite 
complained of this cruel ufage to the eleven tribes, 
All the men of Iſrael were gathered on this occafion, 
againſt the inhoſpitable city Gibeab, and ſent men 
thro* all the tribe of Benjamin ſaying, M hat wickedneſs 
ig this that is done among you ? Now therefore deliver 
ws the ſons of Belial, who are in Gibeah, that aue may 
put them to death, and put atuay evil from Iſrael. But 
ehe children of Benjamin [inſtead of condeſcending to 
this juſt requeſt] gathered themſelves together unto 
Gibeah, to go out to battle againſt the children of 1ſracl, 
Judg. xix. 20, = 


. 


Let us apply this firſt part of the ſtory to the 
immediate cauſe of the bloodſhed, which ſtains the 
fields of Britiſh America, and we ſhall have the fol- 
lowing ſtate of the caſe, Certain ſons of Belial, be- 
longing to the city of Ballon, beſet a ſhip in the 
night, overpowered the crew, and feloniouſly de- 
ſtroyed her rich cargo. The Government was in+ 
formed, that this felonious deed had been concerted 
by ſome of the principal inhabitants of Boſton, and 
executed by their emiſſaries; and being juſtly in- 
cenſed againſt the numerous rioters, it requeſted 
the unjult city to make up the loſs ſuſtained by the 
- owners of the plundered ſhip, or to deliver up the 
ſons of Belial who had ſo audaciouſly broken the 
laws of the land ; and a military force was ſent to 
block up the port of Boſton, till the Sovereign's 
juſt requeſt ſhould be granted. The other Coloniſts, 
inſtead of uſing their intereſt with the obſtinate in- 
habitants of Boſton to make them do this act of 
loyalty and juſtice, gathered themſelves together unto 
Boſton 10 go out to battle again the ſons of Great- 
Britain, and by taking up arms againſt the king to 
protect felons, made themſelves guilty both of fe- 
lony and high treaſon, 

Return we now to the children of Iſrael, and let 
us ſee if God forbad them to bring their obſtinate 
brethren to reaſon by the force of arms, and conſi- 
dered the prayers made to him, on this occaſion, 
as improper and hypocritical, The children of Iſrael 
(ſays the hiſtorian) aro/e and went up to the houſe of 
God, and afied counſel of God, and ſaid, Which of us 
ſhall go up tirfl to battle againſt the children Benja- 
min? And the Lord [ inſtead of blaming their de- 
fign] /aid, Fudah ſhall go up fit. In conſequence 
of this direction, Judah marched up to the enemy. 
But alas! the righteouſneſs of a cauſe, and the 4 
vine approbation, do not always enſure ſucceſs to 
thoſe who fight in the cauſe of virtue. Judah loſt 
the day — 22000 men. The children of Iſrael, © 
greatly affected with this misfortune, qwvent up and 

ve pt 


BBY 


wvep? before the Lord until even, and aſked counſel of the 
Lord, ſaying, Shall 7 go up [a ſecond time] to battl: 
againſt the children of Benjamin my brother? And the 
Lord faid, Go up againſt him. Judges xx. 23. 
However they were as unſuceeſstul in the ſecond 
engagement, as they had been in the firit, Then all 
the children of 1jrael, and all the people went up, and 
came unto the houſe of God, and wept, and ſat hefore 
the Lord, and FASTED that day until even, And the 
children of !ſrael enquired of the Lord, ' ſaying, Shall [ 


ger again go out to baitle againſt the children of Benja- 


min my brother, or ſhall ceaſe ? And the Lord ſaid, 
Go ur; for to-morrow J will deliver them into thine 
hand. And accordingly the Lord ſinote Benjamin 
before Iſrael. Judges” xx. 26, &c. And the few 
Benjamites that eſcaped the edge of the vindictive 
fword, lamented the obſtinacy, with which their 
infatuated tribe had taken up arms for the ſons of 
Belial, who had bejet the houſe, in the inhoſpitable 
city of Giheah.—And ſo will the revolted Colonies 
one day bemoan the perverſeneſs, with which their 
infatuated leaders have made them fight for the 
ſons of Belial, who beſet the ſhip in the inhoſpita- 
ble harbour of Bo/for. 
To retarn; From the preceding ſcriptural ac- 
count, it evidently appears: (1) That God allows, 
yea commands the ſword: to be drawn for the pu- 
niſhment of daring felons, and of the infatuated 
2ople who bear arms in their defence, as the Ben-: 
jamites formerly did, and as the revolted Colonies 
actually do. (2) That, in this cafe, a ſiſter-tribe 
may conſcientiouſly draw the ſword againſt an ob- 
ſtinate fiſter-tribe ; much more a parent-ſtate againft 
an obſtinate colony, and a King againſt rebellious 
ſubjects : (3) That Providence, to try the patience 
of thoſe who are in the right, may permit that they 
ſhould ſuffer great loſſes: (4) That whilit the main- 
tainers of order and juſtice draw the ſword to check 
daring licentiouſneſs, it is their duty to go wp unto 
the houſe of God, and to weep and faf{ before the Lord: 
= (5) That 
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) That God makes a difference between the en- 
thuſiaſtical abettors of felonious practices, who fait 
to /mite their brethren and rulers 2th the fit of 
evickedneſs ; and the ſteady governors, who, together 
with their people, faſt to ſmite the wicked with the 
ſeeptre of righteouſneſs ; And that, whilſt God teſtifies 
his abhorrence of the former faſt, he ſhews that the 
latter ranks among the fa/fs which he has choſen ; the 
end of true faſting being to repreſs evil auithout us, 
as well as 2withiz us: And laſtly, that, although no 
war is ſo dreadful as a civil war, yet when God is 
conſulted thiee times following, all his anſwers 
ſhew, that the moſt bloody civil war is preferable to 
the horrible conſequences of daring anarchy ; and 
that it is better to maintain order and execute juſ- 
tice with the loſs of thouſands of ſoldiers, than to 
let the mobbing ſons of Belial break into ſhips or 
houſes, to commit with impunity all the crimes 
which their luſt, rapaciouſneſs, and ferocity prompt. 
them to. | 

Now it faſting and drawing the ſword of juſtice; 
are duties confiſtent with {criptural religion; it 
follows, that praying and uſing that ſword are com- 
patible ordinances. To be convinced of it, you need 
only conſider the following ſeripture.. * Moſes ſaid 
to Joſhua, Chuſe us out men, and go out, fight 

with Amalek. Joſhua did as Moſes had ſaid to 
him, and fought with Amalek. And Moſes, 
Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill, 
And it came to paſs when Moſes held up his 
hand* [ia earnft prayer] * that Iſrael prevailed : 
and when he let down his hand, Amalek pre- 
vailed. But Moſes's hands were heavy, and Aaron 
and Hur ftayed up his hands, and his hands 
were ſteady till the going down of the fun. And 
Joſhua diſcomfited Amalek and his people, with 
+ the edge of the ſword, And the Lord faid to 
„ Moſes, Write this for a memorial in a bock. 
Exod, xvii. 9, &c. | 
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Ford into its place: for all they that take 
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* But ſuppoſing war and blood-ſhed were allow- 
ed under the Jewiſh diſpenſation, are they not ab- 
ſolutely forbidden under the goſpel ? Is not Chriſt 
the Prince of peace, and his goſpel the Goſpel of 
peace? And is it not ſaid, that men hall neither 
Burt nor deſtroy in God's holy mountain? How then 
can we ſuppoſe that drawing the ſword, and faſting 
on that occaſion, can be evangelical duties? 

This objection is ſpecious, and deſerves a full 
anſwer. 

(1) Our Lord, who ſaid to his apoſtles, that a 
kind of raging fpirit goeth not out but by faſting and 


prayer, ſaid alſo to them, He that hath no favord, let 


him fell his garment, and buy one. And they ſaid, Lord, 
behold, here are two ſwords, And he ſaid, It is 
enough, Luke xxii. 36, 38. I grant, that when 
Peter drew his ſword, and [ raſhly] Hruct a ſervart of 
the high-priefl, Jeſus ſaid unto him, Put up again thy 

p word 
{to uſe it raſhly as thou doſt, without any order, 
and without the leaſt probability of ſucceſs] fall 
periſh with the feword, Matt. xxvi. 52, From the 
whole of this evangelical account it appears, that 
our Lord allows his followers the uſe of the ſword ; 
and that he only blames it when it is precipitate, 
and likely to anſwer no other end than that of 
throwing the triumphant friends of vice into a 
greater rage. 

(2) If indeed all men were Chriſtians, and every 
nominal Chriſtian was ed by the Spirit of Chrift, 
there would be abſolutely no need of the ſword ; 
for there would be nothing but juſtice, truth, and 
love in the world. But reaſon dictates, that, ſo 
long as the wicked ſhall uſe the ſword in ſupport of 
vice, the righteous, who aze in power, mult uſe 
it in defence of virtue. The Lord of hoſts, and Cap» 
#ain of our ſalvation, who girds his two-edged favord 
«pon his thigh, or cauſes it to proceed out of his mouth, 
to devour the wicked—this righteous lion of the tribe 


of Judah, will never ſuffer Satan and his ſervants 
ſo 
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| ( 1 ) 
fo to bear the ſword, as to engroſs the uſe of it. 
This would be letting them have the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory, without controul, 

(3) The Pſalms and Revelation are full of pro- 


phecies concerning the righteous wars, which the 


godly will wage againſt the wicked, before iniquity 
is rooted out of the earth. When the place of the 
ungodly ſhall know them no more, and righteouſurſ5 
ſhall cover the earth, as the waters do the fea, Iſalah's 
prophecy ſhall be fulfilled. I ſhall come to paſs in 
the laſt days, that the mountain of the Lord's houſe ſpall 
be eftabliſhed in the top of the mountains, and all nation, 
Shall flow into it. The Lord Jhall then judge among the 
nations, &. and they ſhall beat their favords into plows * 
ſhares, and their ſpears into pruning hooks: Nation 
ball not lift up ford againſt nation, neither ſhall they 
learn war atiy more. If, ii. 2, 4. But till this hap- 
py time come, when one nation, or one part of a 
nation unjuſtly riſes up againſt another, as the men 
of Boſton did againſt our merchants, it will be need» 
ful to oppoſe righteous force to unrighteous vio- 
lence. It is abſurd therefore to meaſure the duty 
of the chriſtians who live among lawleſs men, by 
the duty of the chriſtians, who ſhall live when al 
lawleſs men ſhall have been deſtroyed, 

(4) If Michael and his angels could fight in heaven 
againſt the dragon and his angels, I do not ſee why 
general Howe could not fight on earth againſt gene- 
ral Lee. And if the Congreſs unſheathes the ſword 
to protect felons, to wand the imaginary grievance 
of an inſignificant tax, and to load thouſands of the 
King's loyal ſubjects with grievances too heavy to 
be borne ; it is hard to ſay, why he and his parlia- 
ment ſhould not uſe the ſword to xedreſs theſe real 
grievances, and to aſſert the liberty of our American 
fellow - ſubjects, who groan under the tyranny of 
republican deſpotiſm. 

(5) St. Paul, who knew the goſpel better than 
Engliſh myſtics and American patriots, aſſerts the 
lawtulneſs of ufing the ſword in order to maintain 
good government and execute juſtice. _ his 
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ectrine. The Ruler is the miniſter of God to thee 
For good. But if thon do that which is evil, be afraid; 
for he beareth not the ſ'vord In wain : for be is the 
miniſter of God,” [of that God who ſays, 1f ye be obe- 
dient, ye Hall cat the good of the land: Vat if ye rebel, 
ve ſhall be devoured by the fevord, II. i. 19, 20. And, 
of conſequence, he is] *© rewenger to execute wwrath 
upon him that doeth evil, Rom. xilt. 4. Hence it 
appears, that the King is entruſted with tae ſword, 
and that if he does not uſe it, to exrcnte ⁊urath upon 
criminals, he bears the frrord in vain, and defeats 
one of the capital ends of his coronation : for Go- 
vernors are ſent by God for the puniſhment of evil doers, 
1 Pet. ii. 14. 

(6) Some people rejoice, that we have watch- men 
to guard our ſtreets, conſtables to apprehend houſe- 
breakers, jailors to confine high-way-men, and ex- 
ecutioners. to put them to death, And yet they 
blame the uſe of an army. Is not their conduct, in 
this reſpect, highly unreaſonable? For, after all, 
what are ſoldiers but royal watch-men, royal con- 
ſtables, royal jailors; and, if need be, royal ex- 
ecutioners? It it be lawful to place watch-men, 
in long white coats, at the corners of our ſtreets, for 
public ſecurity ; why ſhould it be unlawful to place 
there watch-men in red coats, for the ſame good 
1 If it be right to ſend an unarmed con- 

able, with a juſtice's warrant, againſt an unarmed 
outlaw, or a defenceleſs debtor ; can it be wrong 
to ſend thirty thouſand armed conſtables, with the 
Sovereign's warrant, to diſarm a countleſs multi- 
tude of lawleſs men, who aſſume the ſupreme pow- 
er of the ſword, with as much propriety - asthe 
Pope does the power of the keys of heaven and 
hell? Again, it it be not contrary to chriſtianity, 
to put under a jailor's care a number of dangerous 
men, who have already diſturbed the public peace, 
and who ſeem bent upon doing it again; why 
ſhould it be deemed contrary to Chriſt's religion, 
to check, by a military guard, a dangerous city, 
or province, which has forteited its former —_— 
3 Y. 


( 19 ) | 
by adding the guilt of felonious and treaſonable 
practices, to that of daring licenciouſneſs? Once 
more: if the king, by ligning a death-warrant, 
can juſtly commiſſion a ſheriff, and an executioner, 
to take away the life of an houſe-breaker, or of a 
man who has preſented a piſtol to you, on the 
high way; why can he not, by the advice of his 
council and parliament, give to his generals and 
ſoldiers a commiſſion to ſhoot lawleſs men, who 
have broken into a ſhip, to deſtroy the property of 
his loyal ſubjects, or have taken up arms in de- 
fence of the men, that committed this crime ; and 
who, inſtead of preſenting a piſtol to an individual, 
to rob him of a few ſhillings, have brought large 
trains of artillery into the field, to kill the embo- 
died officers of juſtice, who bear the Ruler's ſword, 
and to rob the King himſelf of ſome of the bright- 
eſt jewels of his crown? If you attend to theſe 
hints, you will not find fault with our Sovereign 
for ſhewing, that he does not bear the favord in ain: 
and you will praiſe him, if you confider, that the 
firſt commiffion, which he has given to the com- 
manders of his forces, is a commiſſion to offer gra- 
cious terms of peace to thoſe very men, who, by 
wantonly ſhedding the blood of his loyal ſubjects, 
and by repeatedly pouring floods of contempt upon 
his ſacred perſon, have forfeited all juſt pretenſions 
to his royal favour. | | 
(7) Soldiers, like watch-men, jailors, and execu- 
oners, are a needful burden upon the public. I 
heartily wiſh, we were virtuous enough to do with- 
out them : but as this 1s not the caſe, they are a 
ſtrong, bitter, and coſtly remedy, which is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to prevent or cure our licentiouſ- 
neſs, So long as human bodies ſhall want to be 
preſerved by the amputation of painful, morti- 
tying limbs, we ſhall want ſurgeons: And fo 
long as political bodies ſhall be in danger of being 
deſtroyed by the moral corruption of their mem- 


bers, we ſhall want ſoldiers to do bloody operations. 
May 
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May the Lord grant us a conſtant ſucceſſion of 
wiſe, conſcientious, mild, and yet ſteady Rulers, 
who may never bear the fword in vain; and who may 
never uſe it but with the ſame tenderneſs, with 
which a ſurgeon vſes his knife, when he cuts a 
mortiſied limb from the body of a beloved child. 
His heart bleeds, while the dreadful operation is 
performed; and yet his judicious, parental affec- 
| tion makes him conſent to ſacrifice a part of his 
| Jon's body, in order to prevent the deſtruction of 
the whole. As, puniſhing is God's range work, fo 
ſhould it be that of governors, who are his politi- 
cal repreſentatives. Wo to the man, who, to ſhew 
that he has power to uſe a knife, WANTONLY cuts 
his own fleſh! And wo to the Ruler, who, to 
make appear, that he bears the fword, butchers his 
LOYAL Fubjects, and WAN TONLY cuts off the 80UND 
limbs of tae political body, of which he's the head! 
A crime, which no candid perſon can lay to the 
Charge of our mild Sovereign, 
To conclude : If Chriſtianity prohibited fighti 
for the execution of juitice, the continuance — 
peace, and the ſupport of good government; when 
penitent ſoldiers aſked John the Baptiſt, What ſhall 
WE do? he would undoubtedly have intimated, 
that they ſhould renounce their bloody profeſſion, 
as ſoon as they could.” But, inſtead of doing it, he 
charged them to do violence or injuſtice] to no man, 
and to be content with their wages; a direction 
which amounted to bidding them continue to ſerve 
their country, by helping the Ruler not to bear the 
Fiword in vain. Nor was our Lord of a different 
mind from his forerunner : for he praiſed a centu- 
rion, or captain in the Roman army, declaring he 
Had not found ſuch faith in 1ſrael, us he diſcovered 
in that gentile : and he parted from him, as Peter 
afterwards did from Cornelius and his devout ſol- 
diers, without giving him the leaſt hint, that his 
8 was unlawful, From the whole I in- 
» that if Chriſtianity allow a man 10 be à. ſoldier, 
it 
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it allows him #0 ght for the maintainance of order. 


And, if it be lawful to fight for this purpoſe, it 


muſt be lawſul, nay, it is highly neceflary, to fat 
and pray before an engagement. For the greater 
is the temptation of ſoldiers to indulge uncharitable 
tempers, the more earneſtly ought they to pray, 


that they may fight in the ſame ſpirit: of love, in 
which Chriſt was, when he uttered his laſt woe 


againſt rebellious Jeruſalem. He beheld the obſti- 
nate city, vept over it, and pronounced its awful 
doom: Thine enemies ſhall lay thee even with the ground, 
and ſhall not leave in thee one fone upon another. 

Nor ſhould» ſoldiers faſt and pray alone. We 


ought to bear a part in the ſolemn duty; becauſe 


our fins have helped to fill up the meaſure of the 
national guilt, which has provoked God to permit 
the Coloniſts to riſe againſt us. We owe much 
to the gentlemen of the fleet and army. Whilſt 


they lift up the ſword, which lingering juſtice has 
reluctantly drawn; whilſt they ſtand between us 
and the deſperate men, who break into our ſhips, 


ſet fire to their own houſes, tar, feather, goog , and 
ſcalp their captives; whip, cut, and torture their 


flaves: and whilſt they expoſe their lives, by fea 


and land, for our protection, or [which comes to 
the ſame thing] for the defence of the government 
that protects us; it is our bounden duty to feel 
for them, and to bear them on our hearts. Nay, 
we ſhall be guilty of inconſideration, uncharitable- 
neſs, and baſe ingratitude, if we do not hold up their 
hands, by lifting up our own to the Lord of hoſts 
in their behalf, and by aſking, that neither pro- 
phaneneſs, lewdneſs, intemperance, nor cruelty, 
may ſtain their laurels ; and. that they may all be 


endued with every virtue, which can draw the 
love of their enemies, and fit them to live or die 


as faithful ſoldiers of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Nor ſhould we faſt only with an eye to ourſelves, 
and thoſe who ſight our battles, We ought alſo to 
do it out of regard to our American brethren. If 


they 


+ A kind of American torture, which conſiſt in wrenching 
a man's eyes out of their ſockets. | 
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( 22 ) 
they act at this time the part of exemzes, does not 
our Lord ſay, Love your enemies, and pray for them 
that deſpitefully uſe you? Should we not remember, 
that Britiſh blood flows in their veins—that they 
are not all guilty—that many of them have been 
deceived by the plauſible and lying ſpeeches of 
ſome of their leadere that the epidemical fever of 
wild patriotiſm ſeized multitudes before they were 
aware of its dreadful conſequences—and that num- 
bers of them already repent ot their raſhneſs ; car- 
neſtly wiſhing for an opportunity of returning with 
ſafety to their former allegiance? _ 

If you conſider theſe tavourable circumſtances, 
you will be glad to have an opportunity of ſolemnly 
approaching the throne of grace in behalf of your 
unhappy brethren; You will intercede for them 
with an heart full of forgiving love, and chriftian 
iympathy. You will ardently pray, that God 
would open the eyes and turn the hearts of the 
Congreſs-men, and their military adherents ; that 
he would fill the breaſt of the King, and of all who 
are in authority under him, with every virtue, which 
can render his ſteady and mild government accepta- 
ble to the moſt diſcomented of his ſubjects; and 
that, on both ſides of the Atlantic, all perſons in 
power may chearfully uſe all their influence to pro- 
mote the ſpeedy reconciliation, and laſting union 
we wiſh for. 

Should piety, loyalty, and charity, thus animate 
your prayers ; our day of faſting and humiliation 
will infallibly uſher in a day of praiſe and general 
thankſgiving ; and the eloquent Senator, who, in 
the houſe of commons lately condemned the religi— 
eus appointment which I vindicate, will himſelt 
partake of the univerſal joy, and be ſorry to have 
geclaimed againſt a royal proclamation, which fo 
juſtly deſerves his aſſent, concurrence, and praiſes. 
a I am, 

My dear ſellow- ſubjects 
Your obedient ſervant, 
, 4,FT x 
men, Dec, 629 UL 62 Joun FLETCHER, 
1776, 


